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land by the railway line, which forms the core of the east-west
line of movement and communications. This is cut by the
great rivers, which can be utilized for north-south movement
of timber and minerals, while the tributaries provide lines of
lateral movement. Thus the southern borders of Siberia,
possessing agricultural resources and transport facilities
superior to those of Northern Siberia, have tended to become
absorbed into something approaching an economic unity,
closely linked with the Far East on the one hand, and the
Asiatic Republics, the Urals industrial region, and European
Russia on the other.
Until recent times, however, this was not so. Grain and
butter were exported from Southern Siberia, and manufac-
tured goods had to be imported. Within the last twenty
years an amazing change has been brought about. The great
mineral wealth has been utilized as the basis for the creation
of new industrial areas, so that to-day we find some of the
largest industrial enterprises of the Soviet Union located in
Southern Siberia. The iron deposits of the Urals have been
combined with the immense coal deposits of the Kuznetsk
basin and the non-ferrous ores of Central and Eastern Siberia.
Timber and wheat are sent south by rail to the Asiatic
Republics. The trains return loaded with cotton for the
textile mills. Together with industrial development there
has been a rapid expansion of agriculture. To-day Southern
Siberia is able both to meet the requirements of its own
population and also to send food and manufactured goods to
other parts of the U.S.S.R.
The population has increased, and the towns are no
longer small provincial settlements or remote penal settle-
ments for convicts, but busy modern centres of commerce
and industry.
The recent economic development of Southern Siberia is
of immense strategic significance, and is likely to be of great
importance in the future trade and economic relations between
the U.S.S.R. and China.
The new industrial and food-producing regions of Southern
Siberia, between Lake Baikal and the Pacific, lie within reach